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The photo above depicts a rare opportunity our troop had to see the President of the United States.

OLE 97 – A Great Present!

OLE 97 is still around, helping turn boys into men. Boys in our troop are sure to learn basic emergency and first aid skills, map and compass use, canoeing, and many, many more outdoors subjects, as well as absorbing good Christian character from men who care about boys and the future of our nation. Every quarter we hold merit badge classes covering a wide variety of subjects, from Eagle-required merit badges like Citizenship in the Community, to common interest merit badges like Astronomy, Pioneering,  or Orienteering.

[image: image2.jpg]



Our troop has ONE fundraiser during the year, a food booth at the Mid-South fair, where parents of the boys work to fund the troop’s activities and equipment needs for the coming year.  This fundraiser allows us to not only be one of the best-equipped troops in the nation, but also to help cover the cost of the trips we take, so that less has to come out of the parents’ pockets! We’ve been at the Mid-South Fair selling cornbread, red beans and rice, sweet potato pie and white bean soup for almost 30 years. 
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We meet every Monday night at 7:00pm at: Broadway Baptist Church

7400 Getwell Road

Southaven, MS 38672

(Just North of Goodman Road)
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Scoutmaster: . Mark Stroud

paulmstroud@yahoo.com


662-429-0110

TO OBTAIN MORE INFORMATION

It would be impossible to tell you everything about our Troop and its rich history in a small flyer like this. If you are interested in learning MORE about us, and see our list of Eagles, please visit our website at:

http://www.troopole97.com
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Scout Troop

OLE 97

Welcomes You!
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Look inside and see what we’re all about!
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Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.

- Proverbs 22:6
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OLE 97 – A Great Past!

Ole 97 is one of the oldest and most respected Boy Scout Troops in the Mid-South. We’ve been around doing scouting since 1937.
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With over 200 Eagle Scouts, we have more Eagles than 99% of the troops in the United States!

We started out in 1937 under the leadership of Buddy Irwin, an Eagle Scout himself with a real concern for boys in our nation and the issues facing them. Buddy knew from first-hand experience that  the Boy Scouts trained boys in how to be men, men with honor and integrity, men with character and dependability. Buddy hand-picked men of Godly character to help run the Troop. 
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Our Troop loves to Travel! We are the #1 most traveled Troop in the nation. Every year we go to summer camp, often out of the tri-state area! Every third year we take a ‘long trip’ (14 days) to the East coast, or West to the Grand Canyon, or South to Florida. That totals up to well over 200,000 miles our troop has traveled while touring our great nation!
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OLE 97 – A Stellar Future!
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At OLE 97, we intend to go on turning boys into Eagles as long as the sky has stars. With an average of almost 3 boys every year, seems like we’re doing something right. – But, don’t be deceived, it’s not EASY for these boys to make Eagle. It requires years of hard work and dedication, but in our troop they receive help and encouragement all along the way. It will require encouragement and help from the parents as well. But the rewards are well worth the work required, and the young man who accomplishes this goal will carry that mark of achievement with him for the rest of his life.

In fact, there are employers who will prefer an applicant who is an Eagle Scout. I ought to know; my first job was acquired, my employer was quick to tell me, because I put ‘Eagle Scout’ on my resume.
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But, OLE 97 is NOT just about hard work. It’s also about high adventure and fun. Our troop sends young men who qualify to the Philmont Scout Ranch nestled in the heart of the Rocky Mountains.

[image: image14.png]



There they spend over a week backpacking over mountains with trained guides, traveling by map and compass through untouched wilderness, learning to ‘leave no trace’ of their presence, so that other campers will see the wilderness in exactly the same untouched wonder they did.
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Our troop has 12 Grumman canoes which we break out at least twice a year, for some exciting Class 2-3 river canoeing. (Life vests are required, the troop supplies them, we are ALL ABOUT safety.)
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At every meeting, on every trip, we make sure to include God in our activities. We will tell you, without apology, that we will tell your son about Jesus and His sacrifice for his sin. Every meeting begins and ends with prayer, every time we get on the bus we pray, every campout we hold a church service in God’s cathedral, out among His wondrous works. It is our firm conviction that the ONE reason God has blessed this troop is that we acknowledge Him in all we do.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways, acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.

 - Proverbs 3: 5-6

